
Date of Meeting: April 27, 2020

Subject: Land Use Bylaw Update

Submitted By: Shelagh Graham, Planner

Presented By: Maureen Gaehring, Manager, Planning and Development

Recommended 
Action:

Accept this presentation for information and forward the new 
Land Use Bylaw to the May 19, 2020 meeting of Council for 
Council’s consideration. 

Executive Summary: A series of changes to the Land Use Bylaw (LUB) will be 
required over a period of 2 years. Phase 1 changes 
(housekeeping-type changes) – which are currently being 
drafted – will be accomplished by repealing the current LUB 
5700 and adopting a newly numbered LUB.

Rationale: Lethbridge’s current Land Use Bylaw 5700 was adopted in 
2011. Over the years, Administration has noted various areas 
where Lethbridge’s bylaw could be improved to better respond 
to the land use and development needs of its citizens. Recent 
strategies and plans adopted and endorsed by Council, such as 
the Municipal Housing Strategy and Council’s Strategic Plan, 
are additional drivers for a review. An update is required to 
realign the Land Use Bylaw with the community’s vision and to 
prepare for additional changes once an updated MDP is 
adopted.

Implementation Plan: In consultation with the City Clerk’s and the City Solicitor’s 
offices a 3 phased approach was developed.

Phase 1 (spring 2020), includes updating to a new numbering 
format and captures housekeeping-type changes. These 
changes will be accomplished by repealing the current LUB 
5700 and adopting a newly numbered LUB.

Phase 2 (fall 2020), includes instances where there is existing 
policy or direction, but consultation with internal and/or external 
stakeholder groups is required on the implication of changes. 
This could include improving consistency between land use 
districts or reducing the frequency of waivers being required. 

Phase 3 (2021), captures changes related to the ongoing review 
of the Municipal Development Plan, any new policy direction 
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that arises from this review, as well as changes related to the 
recommendations included in the Municipal Housing Strategy. 
These will require extensive engagement and consultation with 
internal and external stakeholders, including the general public. 

Strategic Goal or 
Alignment:

Liveable Communities, Compassionate Community, People 
Places for All: The land use bylaw is a key tool used to implement 
and realize the City’s vision, goals and objectives established 
through its overarching guiding policy documents. The land use 
bylaw is the critical link between the community’s planning 
aspirations and the physical ‘on-the-ground’ development. It is 
therefore essential the land use bylaw reflects and provides the 
means to carry out the City’s overarching plans. 

Public Engagement: Typically, a new Land Use Bylaw would entail a public open 
house. Due to the COVID-19 situation and as the Phase 1 work 
is only of a housekeeping nature, Planning and Development is 
exploring other options for an online information exercise in 
keeping with the IAP2 level of engagement of “Inform.” Direct 
invitations for participation will be sent to BILD, the Lethbridge 
Construction Association, and the Lethbridge Chamber of 
Commerce. A report regarding questions asked and any 
feedback received will be provided at a public hearing for the new 
Land Use Bylaw.
Phases 2 and 3 will also include public engagement, which will 
be planned in consultation with the City’s communications and 
engagement teams.

Attachments:  Attachment 1: Land Use Bylaw (LUB) Review 
presentation
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